San Diego deck specialist Joe Wood cringes
when be sees plain square decks with no soul—
and you should, too. See how he crafls
“outdoor rooms” with subtle extras and the
strong character that homeowners deserve.
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“I approach my
design as an artist.
Most builders have
lost the old ways.
learn a lot of
things from old
resources, [rom
early on. And I was
fortunate to
apprentice under
some ‘old timers’
when 1 started out.
It’s a lost art. For
instance. il you
sheath the bottoms
of posts with a 2-
inch copper strip.
it forms a potent
fungicide as it
oxidizes, and the
}"I'-"J'-‘il' 'ﬁ"'f'“"l ot at
the ground. That’s
a thing from
ancient times,”
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“A well-designed
deck should be like
an outdoor room.
and | don’t mean

n empty rectangle.
I like to have
areas’ on my
decks: social a
sun and shade
areas: a place to sit
and relax: areas lor
a view, il there is
one; and private
areas, especially
there is a spa. You
rnanlhrm*unnm
with Hh'ph,
multilevels.
screening. seating
and planters.
Overhead
structures. railings.
and trelliswork add
interest and
architectural detail
and also hn_'l}_n to

define a
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‘Deck specialist Joa Wood “floated" this Japanese-style deck on a gravel
lake. He fashioned the Shinto-style railings after an ancient temple he saw

lift. Rather than come up with somethin
old basics from Japanese style, such as focal points and se
“I consider Japanese style the ultimate for outdoor projects
the Shinto style whose goals are punity and simplicity, qualities
in modermn life,”
Often, every stone |
times aren't obvious.
This 14x=14-foot deck 5 good because sealing is
best view. It has an overhead structure to create a safe, enclosed feeling

adrift on it, creating a big sense of relaxation in a small yard.




are shﬂhmdhﬂn m&-lhgh-uom sum,
anil-reed m:ﬂin'g pepteéts the ertire dBER all day.

T, N = b T -

- AL ] .,....,,.-q.qh-'\?l |l.!I-l‘F"'—'"'
R | 5 - 4
i ”.".3.'. : ;

dribbles onto the comfortable new redwood deck

behind this San Diego home. In an area where an open gathening space

could get blasted by the sun, Wood's design of this deck and landscape
. resort-style setting.

The deck floats on a gravel lake and includes the extra touches of a
mounded “bons and™ and three island stones, Though only 14 feet,
the d offers contoured benches with tabletops and yields enough open
space for a group of people, a hammock, or a p ea for children. A
low Shinto-style railing defines the deck without closing it in.

Wood built a fujidana { Japanese-style post-and-beam arbor) over the deck.

ds the sun and al efines the
ited to open up an unused area that
5. “MNow the deck describes an area to sit and
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“For a beautiful deck.
ask a lumber-center
manager (o recom-
mend at least two
builders who design
as well as build.
Listen to their ideas
and hopefully, find a
builder enthusiastic
about your project.
It’s important to put
money into tlrr-.:-iign.
Custom doesn’t
always mean ‘grand
and expensive.

You can have a
f_"l'l".‘" HIIIII"{"I' CUStoIn
deck at the same cost
as a big-but-ugly

deck.”
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Var an
whers faced with their exposed
. Wood solved the problem b
openness and pr
|':-n|'r||ju: i 2 steps down when it tumns the corner

The railing on the more private side is low and simple,

“This iz an example of using vie subtly, not having it look Ori-
ental.” Wood says. He used ch as stone and redwood, and
designed railings with bold, that have a sho
effect. The curved patio and a irs play off of the grid.

ich of Wood signs, which has required

vears of study and prac 1) 8 i T g my forefathers” nods of approval




__Because this space was tight, Wood used ~— o1 j
an umbrella instead of a structure

overhead. The umbrella can be put away ¥
as needed to open the view of the sky. a2
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into the tiny yard of a condo is no ea
f you add the wrinkles of an odd-shape comer lot and an e
form patio slab that needs to be incorporated.

By letting the ends of the decking overhang the support

cut them into curves to follow the flow of the patio. He also kept the deck

all, about 7
deck meets the relaxation needs of the empty-nester couple. Built-in b
and a foot corner table pron ing and dini eas without
tables and chairs in the de enter. This also preserve:
ential in a small space and something Wood ¢
loor rooms. Because existing walls ¢
ce the sense of spa

chored it in drought-tolerant plants and easy-care stepping-stones and pebb
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“One of the

hardest things is to
find an overall
theme. I take cues
from my ¢ lients
art and furnishings.
If there's a 111_'|I||111.'
architectural style
to the house. I'll go
to the library to
research it, soaking
up the details and
feel. I'll often make
three trips to the
site and work
closely with the
clients, bounecing
ideas off of them. |
try oul ideas on
paper. The design
can take days and
it is often agony.
But if you work
hard it will
happen, and you'll
have a beauntiful
|:H‘l.]j{'l'l."




i ]l‘{'lx = Ei M1 U SL '[) at the railings. At least, that’s
how Wood views it. He creates the entire setting when he
can, with plantings, landscape, and lighting. Though he 1s
a fourth-generation builder and general contractor, he quit
doing additions and second stories to focus on decks.

“I only do outdoor things now because it 15 such a cre-
ative outlet,” he says.

A few final tips for deck success:

* Use plants to join deck to yard, Wood may include
buili-in planters or cut-out planting spaces in the decks.

* Design pood lighting. It’s safer, extends the hours of
use, and highlights the deck’s best architecture,

* Pay for quality. “Railings and most other structures hold
up pretty well, but decking takes a beating,” Wood says. He
prefers redwood, hardwood, mahogany, or Trex, a wood-
polymer composite. They may cost more, but last longer.

* Design down. Don't just fill an area with a deck, but
try to go smaller with better details. “All that square footage
adds up,” Wood says. “I like to reduce square footage and
put the money saved back into finish and details.” He uses
traditional joinery where it shows, and hides hardware. If
codes force hardware to show, he paints it black.

+ Presand and prestain as much of the deck as you can.
Wood suggests using a random orbit sander and sanding
nooks by hand. He seals the deck with an oil-base stain.

“Like a lot of practicing artists, I've suffered and sacri-
ficed a lot to be where I'm at,”" Wood says. “Everything else
comes second to building decks, and 1 just feel fortunate to
be able to do my art and get paid for it” [

For Resources, see page 115,




